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UNGA: United Nations General Assembly 

ECOFO: Fundamental School 

 

CNDD-FDD: National Council for the Defense of Democracy- Defense Forces 

 

CNL: National Congress for Liberty 

 

CNIDH: National Independent Human Rights Commission 

ECCAS: Economic Community of Central African States 

ESCR: Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

FRODEBU: Front for Democracy in Burundi 

FDLR: Democratic Liberation Front of Rwanda 
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UN: United Nations 
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DRC: Democratic Republic of the Congo 
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This monthly report for February 2026 is the result of a summary of the Iteka n’ Ijambo weekly 

bulletins from number 512 to 515. This report analyzes the human rights situation. It reviews  

civil and political rights as well as economic, social, and cultural rights, as well as                      

category-specific rights, particularly the rights of the child. The present report concludes with a 

conclusion and recommendations. 

Thus, the situation of civil and political rights for the period covered by this report is illustrated 

as follows: 35 people were killed, including 23 corpses; 4 people were tortured; 7 people were      

abducted; 4 people were victims of GBV, including 3 girls who were raped, all under 18 years old. 

 Among the victims are 11 women and girls killed, 3 women and girls abducted, 3 girls raped,       

1 woman victim of domestic violence, 1 female journalist arbitrarily arrested and detained, and 11 

children killed.  

Imbonerakure, police officers, administrative agents, and the military, as well as other people 

near members of the ruling party CNDD-FDD, are pointed out as the presumed perpetrators of 

most of these human rights violations and killings.  

I.1. MAPPING OF ALLEGATIONS  OF CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS  VIOLATIONS .  

Figure 1: Graph illustrating the main cases of alleged violations of civil and political 

rights observed in Burundi during the month of February 2026.  

The graph above illustrates the 5 categories of violations in the 5 different provinces of the    

country, with Gitega having experienced the most allegations of human rights violations, with 19 

incidents affecting 19 victims, followed by Bujumbura with 11 incidents affecting 15 victims, then 

Burunga with 9 cases affecting 12 victims, followed by Buhumuza and Butanyerera with 4 cases 

each, affecting 4 victims in Buhumuza and 5 victims in Butanyerera. 

Thus, during this month of February 2026 covered by this report, the Iteka League recorded 55 

victims of allegations of civil and political rights violations across the national territory. These  

allegations of human rights violations are mainly distributed as follows: 35 people killed, 7 people 

kidnapped, 4 people victims of GBV, 4 people tortured, and 5 arbitrary arrests. 

  



Figure 2: Graph illustrating the main alleged perpetrators of civil and political rights 

violations observed in Burundi during the month of February 2026  
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I. BRIEF PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT (the following )  

According to the chart, out of all the recorded cases of violations during this period of February 

2026, the cases perpetrated by unidentified individuals are the highest with 23 cases, followed by 

those committed by imbonerakure with 8 cases, then a category 'others', notably including         

individuals such as traders, domestic violence including SGBV with 5 cases, 2 cases committed by 

the police, 1 case by the military, and 5 cases of settling scores. It should be noted that among the 

allegations there are 6 cases of infanticide.  

Anyone should be respected 



II. ALLEGATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS  

7 

II.1. CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS  

Burundi is among the countries adhering to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights (1965) and its Optional Protocol (1976) without any reservation on May 9, 1990, which, 

within the framework of its implementation, Burundi has taken measures in domestic legislation, 

notably in its Constitution of June 7, 2018 (Main Law) in its Article 19, which guarantees that all 

rights proclaimed and guaranteed by regularly ratified international texts form an integral part of 

this constitution. Implementing texts have been established, notably the Penal Code of December 

29, 2017, and the Code of Criminal Procedure of May 11, 2018, and other institutions for the     

protection of human rights in Burundi have been created.  

II.1.1 RIGHT TO LIFE  

II.1.1. 1. VOLUNTARY HOMICIDE  

During the period covered by this report, a total of 31 cases involving 35 people killed, including 23 

bodies found, were recorded by the Iteka League across the entire territory. Among the victims, 24 

are men and 11 are women. 

The most affected provinces are Gitega with 16 victims, followed by Burunga with 8 victims, and 

then Bujumbura with 6 victims. Butanyerera had 4 victims, and Buhumuza had 1 victim. It 

should be noted that among the victims there are 10 children.  

Illustrative examples:  

Ex1: A soldier, identified as Harushimana Nestor, on guard duty at the home of the Mediator of 

the Republic of Burundi, Laurentine Kanyana, located on Kamabuye hill in the Sororezo       

neighborhood, Nyakabiga zone, Mukaza commune, Bujumbura province, shot and killed a young 

man on February 5, 2026, around 10 a.m., before fleeing. According to local sources, the soldier 

had had an altercation the day before, on February 4, 2026, in a drinking establishment with a 

civilian named Ndorera. After their dispute, the two men supposedly reconciled, exchanging    

apologies and sharing a bottle again, which gave the impression that the incident was over.     

Contrary to expectations, the soldier reportedly showed up very early in the morning on February 

5, 2026, at Ndorera’s home intending to find him. Not finding him there, he met his son.  

NISHIMWE Jediah, a young man who is said to have recognized the soldier involved in the      
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II.1.1. 1. VOLUNTARY HOMICIDE (the following of  page 7)  

dispute with his father the day before. A tense conversation then took place between the two parties, 

during which the young man reportedly questioned the soldier about the reasons for his conflict 

with his father. 

The situation quickly escalated, and the soldier opened fire on Jediah, killing him instantly, before 

fleeing. Alerted by the gunshots, local residents came out into the street, expressing their anger and 

indignation. The soldier's alleged colleagues are said to have tried to protect him, but the military 

authorities intervened and proceeded with his arrest. The local population, still in shock, is         

demanding that justice be done and that the soldier be punished in accordance with the law. For 

his part, the military commander of the area stated that the case would be handled without  delay 

by the military justice system, in accordance with the procedures in force. He also called on the  

public and the victim's family to remain calm, promising that the truth about this tragic event 

would be established.  

Ex2: Information received by the Iteka League on February 4, 2026, indicates that a tragedy with 

serious judicial and human consequences occurred on January 28 on the hill and in the Buhindo 

area, in the commune of Cibitoke, Bujumbura province.  

Jean-Pierre Ntahiraja, 40 years old and father of four children, died in the zone's detention cell  

after being violently apprehended in the context of a marital conflict. The case has sparked strong 

indignation among the population and reignited the debate on abuses during arrests.  

According to several consistent local sources, the events occurred while the victim was going 

through a period of marital tensions with his wife. Two young Imbonerakure, known by the      

nicknames Ndakurasa and Kazoviyo, allegedly intervened at the family home. They reportedly   

carried out a forceful arrest of Jean-Pierre Ntahiraja, tying him up and subjecting him to violent 

blows and injuries.  

Seriously injured and unable to speak, the man was reportedly then taken to the cell in the    

Buhindo area, without any medical assistance being provided to him. The next day, he was found 

dead in his cell, before any medical care could be given. 

  

Family indignation and judicial follow-up 

Alerted, the victim's family went to the scene, expressing anger and despair. Relatives reportedly 

tried to attack the two Imbonerakure involved, who allegedly fled before their arrival.  

Questioned by the authorities, the police officer in charge of guarding the cell indicated that the  

victim had been brought to him without any explanation about the circumstances of his arrest or 

his critical health condition. Following the initial investigations, this police officer was taken into 

custody for failing to assist a person in danger. The victim's wife, involved in the marital conflict 

that led to the intervention, was also arrested as part of the investigation. The deceased's family, 

supported by neighbors, demands the immediate arrest of the two Imbonerakure on the run and 

their bringing to justice, so that full clarity can be obtained regarding the exact circumstances of 

this death.  

According to local sources, the administrator and communal commissioner of Cibitoke, Éloge 

Najeneza, stated that the communal administration is working closely with the police and judicial 

authorities. He asserts that all persons involved in this criminal act will be identified,                  

apprehended, and prosecuted in accordance with the law. 

While waiting for the outcome of the investigation, this tragedy revives concerns around the respect 

for human rights, the excessive use of force, and detention conditions in certain areas of the      

country.  
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II.1.1.2. PERSONS KIDNAPPED AND/OR MISSING  

The Constitution of Burundi guarantees all individuals a fair trial, as well as a hearing and    

judgment within a reasonable time, as stipulated in Article 38. 

The Iteka League recorded 7 kidnapped people, including 1 woman and 2 young girls. Bujumbura 

province had 4 victims and Burunga had 3 victims.  

Illustrative examples:  

Ex1: Great concern reigns on Mutwana hill, in the Butezi area, Musongati commune, in Burunga 

province, after the disappearance of an 8-year-old girl. She is Sarah Shurweryimana, a second-

grade student at ECOFO Mutwana.  

The child, whose mother suffers from mental health problems, was raised by her maternal grand-

parents, Kabura Angèle and Birabona Salvator. According to the family, the girl was last seen on 

February 11, 2026, leaving school. She never returned home and has been missing since. Residents 

of the hill explicitly accuse the chief of Mutwana hill, Vincent Nemerimana, of being involved in 

this disappearance. Some claim to have seen him take the child on a motorcycle on the day of the 

incident. A young boy presented as the girl’s brother is said to have witnessed the scene but has not 

yet been heard by the police, according to relatives. 

As of February 14, Vincent Nemerimana was reportedly summoned to the Giharo police station 

around 1 p.m., before being released the same day. The family deplores this release while the child 

remains missing. The grandparents say they have contacted the administrative authorities as well 

as the organization FVS AMADE, which is involved in the defense of children's rights. They claim 

that no significant progress has been made to date.  

Moreover, local sources mention extremely serious accusations in this border area with Tanzania. 

Some people coming from Tanzania are said to have been victims of extortion, then executed before 

being thrown into the waters of the Maragarazi River. The hill chiefs of Mutwana, Vincent 

Nemerimana, and his colleague from Kibimba hill, Zacharie Barutwanayo, are cited as gang   

leaders who lay ambushes for these Burundians. At this stage, no investigation has been opened by 

the administrative authorities, the police, or the Rutana prosecutor's office, despite several          

suspicions reported locally.  

The hills in question being located on the Tanzanian border, they constitute a passage frequently 

used by many Burundians returning from Tanzania in search of seasonal jobs. This reality   

heightens the residents' concern, who are calling for thorough investigations. Sarah's family fears 



10 

II.1.1.2. KIDNAPPED AND/OR MISSING PERSONS (the following of  page 9)  

that the child may have been taken to Tanzania and is urgently appealing to the authorities to    

intensify the search so that she can be found safe and sound and return to school. To date, no      

official communication has been made regarding the progress of the investigation into the girl's              

disappearance or the allegations mentioned by local sources.  

Ex2: Since February 25, 2026, on Muyinga Avenue, Rohero area, Mukaza commune, Bujumbura 

province, very close to the offices of the CNIDH, Chadia Mukaremera, responsible for cleanliness at 

the National Independent Commission (CNIDH), residing in Nyakabiga I neighborhood, on 13th 

Avenue, Mukaza commune, Bujumbura province, has been missing.  

According to My Lord Martin Blaise Nyaboho, President of the CNIDH, Chadia spoke with her   

colleague on the phone before being reported missing.  

Her family as well as her colleagues have conducted searches in several places, but without success. 

They express serious concern for her safety and request independent investigations into this        

disappearance.  

The president of the CNIDH also specifies that they have no news of this woman because her phone 

has been off since that day and the police say that investigations are ongoing to find this CNIDH 

worker. The Iteka League sought to find out who called her that morning, whether it was the first 

time or not, and also continued to investigate if the victim had a dispute with her colleagues at 

work. The information received specifies that she was a pleasant lady at work, and her absence is 

very noticeable, which is why every morning she was contacted by her colleagues for the lift. That 

day it was Mrs. BAKAMIRIZA Chantal, the secretary-general, who had called her; she did it     

routinely like other colleagues from the service. The last location of the victim's phone was in the 

jurisdiction of the Nyabugete branch, which is strange. The SNR had already decided to go there to 

carry out a persecution search but afterwards, they abandoned it. The Iteka League is concerned 

about why?  

II.1.1.3. RIGHT TO PHYSICAL AND/OR MENTAL INTEGRITY  

The Burundian Constitution in its Article 21 stipulates that "No one shall be subjected to torture 

or to cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment or treatment." In addition, Law No. 1/04 of June 27, 

2016, on the protection of victims defines the rights of victims and provides measures to protect 

their physical and mental integrity. This clearly demonstrates the country's commitment to      

protecting the physical integrity of its citizens.  

Anyone should be respected 
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II.1.1.3.1. TORTURE, PUNISHMENTS AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENTS.  

In total, 4 people were tortured across the entire territory during the period covered by this report. 

The victims are recorded in Buhumuza province with 3 victims and Gitega with 1 victim.  

Illustrative examples:  

Ex1: On the night of February 21, 2026, in the Sanzu III neighborhood, in the commune of Ruyigi, 

in Buhumuza province, Clovis Kwizera from the same neighborhood was beaten by the young     

Imbonerakure including Isaïe Nsengiyumva, head of the Imbonerakure in the Sanzu neighborhood, 

Jimmy, Eliudi, and Claude, accusing him of exceeding the closing hours of his kiosk. Clovis    

Kwizera is currently hospitalized at the Ruyigi Hospital in room number 12 of internal medicine. 

Among the perpetrators, none have been arrested so far, and the population of the Sanzu         

neighborhood is demanding that justice be done, especially since this is not the first time that these 

Imbonerakure have been mentioned in such misconduct.  

EX2: Wednesday, dated February 4, 2026, on Nyamugari Sub-Hill, Rusagara Hill. Kigamba Zone, 

in the Province of Buhumuza, a certain MAJAMBERE Fidèle was ambushed by criminals around 

8 p.m. when they were returning from the center of Kigamba, located in the capital of the Kigamba 

Zone (former commune of Kigamba). 

When she arrived some 50 meters from her home, the victim fell into an ambush and they hit her 

with machetes on the head, face, neck, etc. These criminals had hidden in a bush located in this  

locality composed of eucalyptus trees belonging to a certain Ferdinand. These criminals took off  

after committing this crime because the population of this locality intervened after hearing the    

victim's screams.  

MAJEMBERE Fidèle was taken to the Kigamba Communal Hospital where he is receiving care. 

Among the criminals, the victim was able to identify a certain NDUWIMANA Calixte, who was   

arrested the following day. He is currently in the Kigamba Zone jail where an investigating officer 

is handling his case. The alleged perpetrator is still cited in this kind of criminal acts.  

 

It should be noted that NDUWIMANA Calixte is among the leaders of the young Imbonerakure in 

this hill. As for the victim, they do not belong to any political party, but before 2015, he was an    

active member of the MSD party in Kigamba commune and was among the leaders of this party in 

Rusagara hill. The young Imbonerakure are being pointed out because they are the ones who      

conduct nightly patrols in this locality. The population is asking the administration and security 

forces to ensure their safety.  
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II.1.1.3.1. GBV/RAPE.  

During the period covered by this report, the Iteka League recorded 4 victims of GBV, including 3 

girls who were raped, all minors according to Burundian law because they are under 18 years old. 

All the victims are female. Gitega Province is the most affected with 2 victims, while Burunga and 

Butanyerera each had 1 victim.  

Illustrative examples:  

Ex1: On February 26, 2026, on Rubuye hill, in the Ngozi zone and commune, Province of             

Butanyerera, a 9-year-old girl living in the same Rubuye neighborhood in the city of Ngozi,   

daughter of Mr. S. and B. V., was raped and injured by unidentified individuals. According to the 

information gathered, the day before around 2 p.m., the young girl had been abducted by unknown 

persons while she was at home. This led her family to start searching for her. She was found by 

passersby the next morning unconscious and sitting very close to the cemetery located in the Vyerwa 

marsh. Many are outraged and wonder whether it was an act of witchcraft or simply a deed by 

criminals.  

Ex2: On February 23, 2026, on Gahweza hill, Kiganda area and commune, Gitega province K. E. 

aged 14, from the said hill was raped by Nkezimana Viateur, 38 years old, bicycle taxi driver and 

from Matongo commune, Butanyerera province in Kiganda commune. 

The victim was alone at home, while her mother was in the fields, the boy broke in and immediately 

raped her. The victim screamed for help but no one intervened. On his return, his mother saw the 

facts and immediately called the nearby police station, then the perpetrator was arrested and taken 

to the Kiganda police stamp. The victim was taken to the hospital in Kiganda and medical tests 

confirmed the act. 

The author has just been transferred to Muramvya Central Prison on February 28, 2026.  

Anyone should be respected 
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II.1.2. RIGHT TO FREEDOM  

II.1.2.1 ARBITRARY ARRESTS  

Since February 18, 2026, two journalists known as Olivier Manirambona and Aline Niyonizigiye, 

a camerawoman and breastfeeding mother, from the magazine Jimbere, have been held in the    

detention cells of the Ngagara area, in Bujumbura province.  

According to sources on the ground, these journalists were arrested by the Ntahangwa prosecutor's 

office while they were going to follow the implementation of a 21-year-old land dispute referred to 

the Ntahangwa High Court, located in the north of the city of Bujumbura, the economic capital of 

Burundi.  

The two journalists were detained along with one of the parties to the conflict, Siméon             

Ngenzebuhoro, a former deputy. On Thursday, February 19, 2026, the three detainees appeared at 

an urgent hearing, which was postponed to Friday due to the lack of a lawyer for Ngenzebuhoro. 

The magazine Jimbere wrote to the Ntahangwa prosecutor to request the release of its journalists, 

but has received no response to date.  

A Jimbere official, along with other media professionals in Burundi, denounce this arbitrary      

arrest, recalling that its journalists had not broken any law and were simply exercising their role 

as independent informers. The detention of Aline Niyonizigiye, separated from her child, is        

considered particularly unacceptable and contrary to the fundamental rights of women and      

children.  

On the same day, three other journalists were arrested and held for more than 8 hours by the     

National Enquiry Service (SNR) in Bujumbura while covering the visit of Hadja Lahbib,           

European Commissioner in charge of Equality, Preparedness, and Crisis Management. Questioned 

within the premises of the Burundian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, they were taken to the SNR cells 

before being released around 9 p.m. These independent journalists are: Nitanga Tchandrou, Papy 

Amani, and their driver.  

As of February 20, 2026, the two journalists from the magazine Jimbere were also released on a 

provisional release order by the prosecutor near the NTahangwa Court of Appeal, Eraste 

Ndayiragije; he indicated that they had collected recordings before the judges arrived on site and 

that they would be questioned if necessary.  

Burundian journalists denounce this behavior of harassing media professionals and demand that 

the law be respected in order to guarantee a free and independent press in Burundi. . 

In total, two (2) cases of arrests were recorded throughout the territory during the period covered 

by this report. In total, five (5) people were arrested. All the victims are recorded in Bujumbura 

province.  

Illustrative case:  
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Economic, social, and cultural rights, referred to as second-generation rights, are set out in the  

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Burundi ratified this covenant 

on March 14, 1990, and incorporated it into its 2018 Constitution, notably in Article 19. A         

particular feature of these rights is that they are often realized progressively, unlike civil and    

political rights. Signatory states, including Burundi, commit to guaranteeing the exercise of these 

rights according to their available resources.  

II.2.1. DISRUPTION OF ECONOMIC LIFE.  

The violation of economic rights in Burundi in February 2026 was marked by several events. The 

distribution of FOMI fertilizers was suspended in Bururi, Burunga province, on February 11, 

2026, due to a protest by farmers criticizing a system deemed unfair. Local authorities and the 

Provincial Directorate of Agriculture halted the distribution following disregarded directives from 

the Ministry of Agriculture. Initially, it was supposed to be prioritized for farmers with arrears, 

but local authorities proposed a "bulk" system for everyone. This angered farmers waiting for their 

arrears, who organized a sit-in. Faced with these tensions, the distribution was postponed, also 

due to a lack of stock, with only 30 tons of FOMI available. The situation was similar in the Bamba 

and Muzenga areas, where distribution had not yet begun.  

In the commune of Matana, ministerial directives appear to have been respected, as farmers with 

arrears were served first. At the same time, a communal decision of February 10, 2026, bans the 

sale of corn in Buganda, causing growing dissatisfaction among farmers in the Ndava and          

Buganda areas. They believe that this measure, aimed at combating corn theft, disguises personal 

interests, especially fields belonging to local officials ready to be harvested. The farmers claim to 

have invested their savings in this crop and find themselves blocked from selling their production, 

which they consider a fundamental right. In addition, they are awaiting payment from the         

National Food Security Stocks Agency (ANAGESA) for the corn delivered a year ago.  

The residents are calling for a review of the decision and a dialogue with the authorities. The     

administrator of the Bukinanyana commune defends the measure as being in the interest of the 

farmers and rejects the accusations of favoritism. This creates a palpable tension in a commune 

where maize is vital for the local economy and the survival of families.  

II.2.2. RIGHT TO EDUCATION 

The right to education in Burundi was marked during the month of February 2026 by events     

disrupting the enjoyment of this right, including students in Burunga province continuing to be 

involved in political activities, causing outrage. On Saturday, February 7, 2025, several students 

were prevented from attending their classes to welcome the First Lady, Angéline Ndayishimiye, at 

a sporting event. Directives were communicated to schools to prohibit the presence of students at 

school. The children, particularly those in primary schools, were lined up to applaud the First    

Lady without their uniforms. This situation shocks parents and unions, who denounce a violation 

of their right to education and unacceptable pressure on students. Emmanuel Manuma, from 

FENASB, warned about this phenomenon which threatens the quality of education.  

Students from the Technical School of Artisan Trades (ETMA) are said to have been transported to 

Gitega to attend a CNDD-FDD party meeting, creating an atmosphere of fear among teachers, 

some of whom are suspected of leaking information. This climate raises the question of children's 
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II.2.2. RIGHT TO EDUCATION  (the following of page 14) 

right to education in Burundi. The education system is weakened by massive departures of    

teachers, a consequence of poor governance under Evariste Ndayishimiye's term. In 2026, the 

country faces alarming academic results with low-level students, a consequence of the current 

management.  

The first term of the 2025-2026 school year saw numerous appointments of teachers to                

administrative positions. Estimates indicate around 500 vacancies in schools. Many teachers are 

fleeing abroad in search of better living conditions, particularly to Kenya, Zambia, and Uganda. 

Since 2025, more than 150 departures have been reported in the Bujumbura province, despite the 

prohibition on communicating these figures. In the Rugajo area alone, five teachers left their posts 

in January and February 2026.  

The month of February 2026 should see the establishment of new bodies at the communal level, 

but the lack of concern for education remains. With the loss of teaching staff, the educational    

system risks collapsing. The situation is worsened by increasingly difficult departure conditions 

imposed by the State, and allegations of corruption also affect the credibility of schools. The    

Ruziba High School is notably involved in a moral scandal involving the principal and the head of 

discipline, accused of having given test materials to students after engaging in inappropriate      

relationships. Internal investigations reveal irregularities, leading to the arrest of the principal.  

Finally, in the Karusi commune, a teacher fled following accusations of cheating related to a test, 

revealing a new aspect of the challenges facing education in the country, exacerbated by a lack of 

adequate infrastructure, such as the lack of benches in some schools.  

II.2.3. RIGHT TO HEALTH 

The health situation in Burundi during February was marked by a shortage of medicines and a 

worrying resurgence of cholera cases in the Nyanza commune, Burunga province. On the shores of 

Lake Tanganyika, the health situation is deteriorating alarmingly. Cases of cholera, commonly   

referred to as the "dirty hands disease," continue to be reported while health facilities face a    

chronic shortage of essential medicines. According to local sources, the effectiveness of medical care 

is no longer satisfactory for the population. For more than a year, health centers as well as the 

Nyanza-Lac hospital have experienced recurrent stockouts of medicines, making it difficult to treat 

patients with cholera, fever, or malaria. The repercussions of this situation are already noticeable, 

with several deaths recorded in the Nyanza-Lac health district following medical diagnoses.        

Patients are often admitted in critical condition and do not systematically receive appropriate care 

due to the lack of medication.  

February 8, 2026, six (6) cases of death were reported at Nyanza-Lac Hospital. Internal sources  

indicate that the lack of medication has significantly limited the possibilities for adequate care for 

patients. In response to this health crisis, residents express their concern and urge the competent 

authorities to intervene promptly to strengthen the supply of medicines and improve care           

conditions. In the absence of an immediate response, the spread of diseases and the increase in the 

number of deaths are likely to worsen in this already fragile region.  
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II. 3. CATEGORICAL RIGHTS  

II.3.1. CHILDREN'S RIGHTS  

Children's rights are protected in Burundi through the International Convention on the Rights of 

the Child (CRC) ratified in 1990. The country has also adopted laws and policies to protect       

children. However, significant challenges remain in practice; during the period of this February 

report, children's rights were severely affected. Aside from the sexual violence and other abuses 

mentioned above against minors, the Iteka League recorded six cases of infanticide and two cases 

of voluntary abortion.  

Illustrative cases:  

Ex1: On February 10, 2026 at around 2:00 p.m., Mr. Busokoza Divin of Buhoro Hill, Gatobo Zone, 

Tangara Commune, Butanyerera Province was arrested by the police just after voluntarily         

confessing that it was he who killed Gatekakimana King, aged 3 years and 6 months, child of his 

wife Niyukuri Joselyne on February 09, 2026. 

According to local sources, the author showed the place where he had hidden the child's body in a 

coffee field of his father Mbonabuca. He had decapitated his head with a sharp object. 

 

In his statements, he accepted that he killed him for fear that he would inherit him in the future 

and he would give him property. Reliable information indicates that Busokoza Divin and his wife 

Niyukuri Joselyne had just married legally on December 31, 2025. The author is before the judicial 

police officer for questioning. The population of this locality is demanding that justice be done.  

Ex2: On February 19, 2026, the Iteka League received information stating that on January 4, 2026, 

at 8 a.m., a young woman named Ndayishimiye Jeanne, 21 years old, daughter of Sinzumusi    

Gérard and Nahimana Goreth, residing in the Umutumba Mahonda area, Gishubi commune, in 

Gitega province, is accused of having given birth and then killed her newborn child, who was 

healthy. 

According to the same information, she was arrested at the hospital where she went for treatment 

after committing the crime. It specifies that the perpetrator was arrested in the company of her    

sister, Ndayikeza Yvette, 17 years old, who helped her commit the crime. They had agreed to take 

and abandon the child in the village of Ntunda, in the Gicumbi forest, on December 27, 2025, but 

the child's body was not found. A judicial file for these two young girls has been opened.  

Anyone should be respected 
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III. CONCLUSION AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 

During the period covered by this report, the deterioration of the human rights situation continues 

to be observed in different parts of the country. 

This report notes cases of violations of the right to life; physical integrity and freedom; economic, 

social, and cultural rights. 

It also addresses civil and political rights as well as economic and socio-cultural rights regarding 

their disruption and expresses its concern. The Iteka League condemns the impunity for the 

crimes observed and recommends the following: 

  

To the government of Burundi: 

1.  To ensure respect for human rights, particularly the right to life, physical integrity, and 

freedom.  

2. To take measures to end impunity for crimes and ensure that those responsible for human 

rights violations are held accountable for their actions. 

3. To ensure access to basic services, including water, health, education, and justice, for all    

citizens.  

4. Investigate and severely punish the violence against minors, which has become commonplace 

in Burundi in view of the local administrative heads.  

To the technical and financial partners of the government of Burundi, including the UN, 

EU, and accredited diplomatic missions in Burundi:  

1. To support the efforts of the Iteka League and other human rights organizations in          

monitoring human rights violations in Burundi.  

2. To use their influence to pressure the Burundian authorities to respect human rights and put 

an end to impunity. 

Uwo uri wese ubahirizwa 


