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Approved by Ministerial Statutory Instrument No. 530/0273 of November 10th, 

1994 revising Order Nr. 550/029 of February 6th, 1991 

In memory of Marie Claudette Kwizera, treasurer of the Iteka League, missing since 

December 10, 2015. From December 2015 to October 26, 2025, at least 842 victims of 

enforced disappearance have been documented by the Iteka League, at least 85 

victims have reappeared, and 757 victims are still missing. The UN Working Group 

on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (WGIDE) has already communicated at 

least 252 victims1 to the Government of Burundi. 

1https://docs.un.org/fr/A/HRC/57/54 
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ACRONYMS AND ABREVIATIONS 

BSR   : Special Investigation Unit 

CNDD-FDD : National Council for the Defense of Democracy-Forces for the Defense of Demo-

cracy 

CNIDH  : Independent National Human Rights Commission 

CNL   : National Congress for Liberty 

CDS   : Health Center 

DRC  : Democratic Republic of Congo 

FAB   : Burundian Armed Forces 

FARDC  : Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo 

FDLR  : Democratic Front for the Liberation of Rwanda 

FDNB  : National Defense Force of Burundi 

FLN   : National Liberation Forces 

M23   : March 23 Movement 

OPJ   : Judicial Police Officer 

PNB   : Burundi National Police 

RN   : National Road 

SNR   : National Enquiry Service 

UPRONA : Union for National Progress 

TGI   : High Court 

VSBG  : Sexual and Gender-Based Violence 
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I. CONTEXT 

I.1. POLITICAL CONTEXT 

On the 32nd anniversary of the assassination 

of former President Melchior Ndadaye, the 

administrator of the municipality of Muyinga, 

the Honorable Amédée MISAGO, introduced 

the heads of the various municipal 

departments to the citizens. It is important to 

note that respect for ethnic diversity is far 

from being achieved, as stated in the 

Burundian constitution. 

  

Thus, among the 13 department heads 

appointed by the administrator, all are from 

the same ethnic group and belong to the 

same party, the CNDD-FDD. Only the 

permanent secretary is Tutsi. The law and 

power sharing do not seem to be a priority 

for the CNDD-FDD. 

0. INTRODUCTION 

Presentation of department heads to the Muyinga Commune, Buhumuza Province 

This bulletin presents the human rights situation in Burundi during the week of October 20 

to 26, 2025. In this report, the Iteka League also examines the political, security, judicial, and 

economic context. It also analyzes illustrative cases of violations of civil and political rights, 

economic, social, and cultural rights. 

The human rights violations observed and documented by Ligue Iteka are as follows: at least 

10 people killed, including 7 people found dead, 2 people kidnapped, 1 rape victim who is a 

minor under the age of 18, and 4 victims of arbitrary arrests, including a member of the 

opposition party CNL. 

Imbonerakure members of the ruling CNDD-FDD party, SNR agents, police officers, and 

administrators are accused of being the main alleged perpetrators of these human rights 

violations. 

Thirty-second anniversary of the assassination of President Melchior Ndadaye :         

a subdued commemoration in Cibitoke 

On October 21, 2025, Burundi commemorated 

the 32nd anniversary of the assassination of 

Melchior Ndadaye, who was the country's first 

democratically elected president. In Cibitoke, 

as well as in other localities, this date was 

marked by solemn official ceremonies, yet 

popular engagement was remarkably low. In 

Cibitoke's town square, flags hung sadly and 

students, supervised by their teachers, sang 

the national anthem. Several administrative 

figures and representatives of local 

institutions attended the event, but despite 

the solemnity of the day, citizens were 

conspicuously absent. A trader at the 

Cibitoke market said: “We can't afford to 

lose a day's work for ceremonies whose 

benefits escape us.” For many of them, this 

commemoration is seen as a mere formality 

reserved for the powerful, rather than a 

genuine moment of collective reflection. 
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Citizens' reservations highlight a lack of 

organization and awareness surrounding the 

event. Many people feel that local authorities 

did not provide the necessary information in a 

timely manner. A resident of the Nyamagana 

neighborhood expressed his dissatisfaction: 

"The hill chiefs should alert residents several 

days in advance. Some remain silent, as if it 

doesn't concern them. " This lack of 

communication undoubtedly influenced the 

low turnout in various areas of the 

municipality, particularly in Karurama, 

Nyamagana, Cibitoke, Rugeregere, Kagazi, 

Munyika, Samwe, and Mparambo. 

In addition to the lack of information, some 

citizens highlighted a deeper unease. Across 

several localities, mistrust of administrative 

officials is evident. A young man from Kagazi 

said, “As long as we cannot elect our own 

leaders, we will not participate in their 

ceremonies,” revealing a rejection of local 

power. This lack of interest in national 

commemorations highlights a growing gap 

between the authorities and citizens, while 

indicating the need for a new approach to 

celebrating collective memory. 

Despite limited participation, local 

authorities reaffirmed the importance of 

this day. For many, Ndadaye, who was 

killed on the night of October 21, 1993, 

symbolizes the struggle for democracy, 

national unity, and social justice. A 

representative present at the ceremony 

said: "Paying tribute to Ndadaye is a 

reminder to every Burundian that peace and 

democracy are achievements that must be 

preserved. " Thus, in Cibitoke and 

elsewhere, the 32nd anniversary of 

Ndadaye was marked by a duality between 

official remembrance and popular 

indifference, signaling that beyond 

speeches, reconciliation is imperative to 

restore the authentic meaning of this day: 

that of a shared memory and a nation 

united in its democratic values. 

I.1. POLITICAL CONTEXT (the following of  page 5) 

I.2. SECURITY CONTEXT  

Since October 22, 2025, twenty-five students 

from Green Hills International College 

boarding school have been under questioning 

for being suspected of setting the school's 

administrative block on fire with gasoline.  

According to Nestor Hakizimana, the boarding 

school director of this school located in the 

Bwoga neighborhood of Gitega province, it 

was around 2:00 a.m. on the night of October 

22, 2025, when a group of masked students 

burned the entire administrative block and 

broke the classroom windows.  

According to Nestor Hakizimana, he stated 

that it all started three weeks after the start 

of the school year when the students 

complained that the bread provided was 

insufficient in quantity, an issue that had 

been addressed quickly, but on October 17, the 

students tore down the surveillance cameras 

in the boys' dormitory without success, 

ultimately breaking the windows of the 

lower cycle dormitories, the supervisors' 

and the nursery.  

After the investigation, 5 students were 

expelled: 3 of them are accused of breaking 

the cameras, the 4th of consuming hemp, 

and the 5th was in possession of hemp.  

After that, other students showed negative 

solidarity by refusing to study.  

The investigations continued and proved 

that 5 female students were part of the 

group that stole the cameras; their 

expulsion is linked to the events on the 

night of October 22-23, when the entire 

administrative block was burned and the 

classroom windows were broken.  

All of this led to 25 students being 

interrogated by the police.  

Twenty-five students suspected of setting their school's administrative block on fire 

with gasoline  
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I.2. SECURITY CONTEXT (the following of  page 6) 

According to information provided by the 

boarding school director of this school, it 

should be noted that this school is considered 

the school for children from noble families 

since the tuition fees are close to one million 

per month. 

Case Title : 

On Saturday, 25/10/2025, the students of 

Mwaro I Communal High School, located in 

Mwaro commune, Gitega Province, were sent 

by Célestin Nduwimana, the Director of this 

school, to work in a field that is not within 

the premises of the school. These children, 

from the 8th grade to the final year, were 

sent to this field at 11 a.m. after Saturday 

lessons, even though it was time to go home.  

This field had been cultivated from 

September 2024 to June 2025 by an 

association of teachers from this school who 

had taken out a loan from Coopec. They had 

requested permission from the Minister 

responsible for agriculture.  

The DPE at the time and his financial 

advisor had opposed it. But the Governor at 

the time, Colonel Gaspard Gasazwe, had 

ruled in their favor. According to some 

analysts, the origin of this misunderstanding 

lies in the fact that these teachers are not 

affiliated with the ruling party. With the 

arrival of this director in 2024, he did 

everything to prevent these teachers from 

continuing to cultivate this land, which was 

done in June 2025. Today, no one has 

officially started cultivating this land yet.  

It should be noted that this director had 

ordered these students to go fetch hoes from 

home. They thought they were going to do 

maintenance work within the school 

premises, but that was not the case. To those 

who tried to refuse, he told them that he 

would deduct conduct points for disobeying 

orders.  

Search and raid in Rutana Commune, Burunga Province  

This Wednesday morning around 6 a.m., in 

the Mugembe (Birongozi) neighborhood, 

Rutana Commune in Burunga Province; the 

police conducted a search and found 20 bags 

of fertilizer stored at Élysée's place to resell 

at an exorbitant price. The police 

transported these bags to the Rutana 

communal police station and detained Élysée 

in the station's cell.  

Search and raid at the home of a member of the UPRONA Party in Karusi 

Commune, Gitega Province  

On Wednesday, October 22, 2025, around 5 

a.m., on the hill and in the Buhiga area of the 

Karusi commune, in the Gatare 

neighborhood, the police conducted a search 

at the home of Muhiza Augustin, a 60-year-

old who is passionate about teaching and a 

member of the UPRONA party. According to 

this man, there were 11 police officers 

surrounding his household, including two 

O.P.J from the Buhiga station. He did not 

know any of their names, except that they 

were all from the Buhiga area. The reason 

for this search was to look for illegally held 

weapons, but they found nothing. Moreover, 

they did not have a search warrant.  



Page 8 

Information transmitted by the Iteka league 

on October 22, 2025, reveals that since 

October 10, 2025, a troubling phenomenon 

has occurred in the Bururi neighborhood, in 

the Bururi commune of Burunga province. 

Individuals have been spotted breaking into 

local homes during late hours, particularly 

from 11 PM onwards, according to my 

sources. This situation has caused significant 

concern among the residents of this 

neighborhood, triggering widespread panic. 

On site, testimonies indicate that five 

households were specifically targeted by 

this group.  

Among these houses are those of Bururi 

High School teacher Gilbert Ncabugufi, 

known as Nyange, as well as Firmin 

Ninteretse, also a teacher at the Bururi 

communal high school, Adronis, an 

employee at Regideso, Ndayishimiye, a 

retired armed forces member, and Gérard, a 

carpenter. In Gilbert's case, the assailants 

stole rabbits, while in other homes, they 

were stopped in their attempts to steal. 

Faced with this alarming situation, the 

residents of the neighborhood are 

I.2. SECURITY  CONTEXT (the following of  page 7) 

A group of unknown people is destabilizing households in the Bururi neighborhood, 

Bururi commune in Burunga province  

A woman escapes death in Gisuru commune, Buhumuza province  

On the night of October 22, 2025, around 11 

p.m., on Karindo Hill, Kinyinya area, Gisuru 

commune, Buhumuza province, an elderly 

woman named Stéphanie Bankuwiha, 65 

years old, narrowly escaped death. This 

elderly woman is accused of witchcraft.  

According to local sources, it was around 11 

p.m. when unidentified people broke into her 

house armed with machetes and clubs by 

forcing open the door. However, since the 

victim was not yet asleep, she cried for help, 

and the attackers fled. The victim is 

currently being sheltered at the 

administrative center of Gisuru commune, 

located in Nyabitsinda, due to concerns for 

her safety. It should be noted that the 

victim lived alone in her house.  

I.3. JUDICIAL CONTEXT  

Confrontation between the victims and the defendants before the Public Prosecutor 

in Rutana Commune  

As a reminder, on 15/9/2025 the family of 

JUMA Théoneste (his wife and children) was 

tortured by a group of Imbonerakure led by 

Ruhoranyi Léonard and supported by the 

Secretary of the CNDD-FDD in the new 

Large Province of Burunga by the name of 

Sylvain Nzikoruriho. 

This Friday, 17/10/2025, a criminal case 

between Mr. JUMA Théoneste and 

Ruhoranyi Léonard was held in interrogation 

before the Officer of the Public Prosecutor's 

Office represented by one of his deputies.  

According to our source, this confrontation 

was marked by enormous irregularities. 

Considering the behavior displayed by these 

Imbonerakure, particularly their intention 

to target the victim's family, the Deputy 

Prosecutor in Rutana Commune, named 

Tharcisse, also known as Riziki, clearly 

stated that he does not have the authority 

to make a decision in accordance with the 

law and that it would be better to reach a 

compromise between the two parties in 

order to organize another confrontation 

session the following week so that the case 

can be referred to the Court.  
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All parties have agreed on the date of 

10/27/2025 for the next session to allow for 

the possibility of making a decision in 

I.3. JUDICIAL COTEXT (the following of  page 8) 

I.4. GOVERNANCE CONTEXT  

Until now, the distribution of chemical 

fertilizers for season C (marsh crops) remains 

a headache. According to our source, many 

people have not yet received their fertilizers 

even though the season is already over. Also, 

according to the farmers, those who planted 

beans and corn are currently harvesting 

them. Likewise, season A is nearing its end, 

and the last ones are sowing while their 

orders have not yet arrived. One wonders 

what the government is doing by neglecting 

The delay in the distribution of chemical fertilizers in Karusi Commune, Gitega   

Province  

Irregularities in the distribution of sugar in Muramvya commune of Gitega province  

On Saturday, October 25, 2025, the commune 

of Muramvya was the scene of a monthly 

sugar distribution, marked by an organization 

that proved to be both precise and strict. Each 

sales point, where sugar was generously 

distributed, was under the careful watch of 

several Imbonerakure, numbering at least 

three per distribution center. Their main and 

essential responsibility was to sort CNDD-

FDD members from others who had also 

shown up, in a conspicuous and obvious 

manner. According to carefully collected 

testimonies from observers on site, the sugar 

distributors first and uncompromisingly 

required the presentation of specific 

documents called "community work 

notebooks," which were only given to CNDD-

FDD militants or supporters, thus creating a 

palpable division.  

As a direct consequence, those who did not 

belong to this political party attended the 

distribution with a deep sense of despair and 

palpable injustice. Worse still, the privileged 

recipients of the sugar, once in possession of 

this valuable product, quickly resold it on-

site at an exorbitant price, doubling the 

usual rate, raising it to 12,000 francs per 

kilo instead of the usual 6,000 francs. The 

question remains, persistent and troubling, 

for many observers: were non-members of 

the CNDD-FDD excluded from their status 

as full Burundian citizens?  

The job offer for teachers includes notable irregularities in the commune of Mugere 

in Bujumbura province  

After a long period, an investigation was 

conducted to find the irregularities observed 

in job offers for teachers in the Mugere 

commune. It was reported that there was 

great confusion regarding the fact that the 

former Imbonerakure representative, named 

NTUNZWENIMANA Salvator, in the Mugere 

commune was entrusted with all educational 

responsibilities. At the time, it was said that 

he wanted two million FBU in exchange for 

a job.  

In the Mugere commune, there is no list of 

candidates for hiring, unlike what happens 

elsewhere. What was widely mentioned is 

that these lists were briefly published and 

then withdrawn, and that they would have 

been withdrawn.  
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I.4. GOVERNANCE CONTEXT( the following of page 9) 

Following a disagreement arising from the 

fact that all job candidates would come from 

the former Commune of Mutambu. This 

therefore reveals the cunning of 

Ntunzwenimana Salvator, who seeks to give 

jobs to those who give him money. 

The investigators are calling for 

transparency so that the lists and job 

allocations are made public.  

Public services have been slowing down since the appointment of new 

administrative officials in the province of Bujumbura 

 

Public services in the province of Bujumbura 

are experiencing a concerning slowdown 

following the appointment of new 

administrative officials. This situation is 

characterized by systemic disorder within the 

public administration, making access to 

administrative documents excessively complex 

for citizens. This difficulty turns procedures 

such as obtaining an identity card into a 

challenging process, often associated with 

prohibitive costs and scarcity, which further 

complicates access to this essential document. 

Moreover, applicants, when going to the 

communes, are frequently redirected to areas 

where they must incur significant 

transportation costs for multiple trips, 

thereby increasing their financial burden.  

In these areas, the zone chiefs also impose 

fees to authenticate documents, which 

constitutes a barrier to the free movement of 

those who do not possess an identity card. 

This phenomenon, widespread across the 

different communes of Bujumbura, also poses 

challenges to the education sector, where 

teachers struggle to obtain the required 

documents from the Communal Education 

Directorates. The recent creation of 11 

departments seems to have exacerbated the 

problem, as these new entities display reduced 

activity, with their leaders clearly lacking 

clear directives. The merging of communes 

and the scarcity of financial and logistical 

resources make these services barely 

accessible to the population.  

Moreover, the distance between some 

officials and their offices, located in the 

administrative centers of the communes, 

adds an additional obstacle to the efficiency 

of public services. The Burundian 

government, faced with various shortages, 

particularly concerning fuel, has initiated 

the formation of new institutions without 

adequate planning, which has long-term 

detrimental consequences for the 

educational system. Teachers from the 

educational sector, whose departure forces 

institutions to seek volunteers, are 

becoming increasingly scarce. This 

phenomenon is exacerbated by poor 

organization and corrupt practices that 

prevail in the volunteer system within 

public services, particularly in the 

education and health sectors, thus 

discouraging Burundians seeking 

employment. If this situation persists 

without intervention, the repercussions 

could lead to a collapse of the Burundian 

educational system.  
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II. DROITS CIVILS ET POLITIQUES 

On October 20, 2025, on Butambara Hill, 

Rongero Zone, Rutana Commune, Burunga 

Province, 36-year-old Eugénie NIBIZI was 

murdered by her husband Misigaro Étienne, 

41, with a knife, accusing her of having 

intimate relations with a neighbor. The 

alleged perpetrator was arrested and taken 

to the dungeon of the Rutana communal 

police station while the victim was buried.  

On October 21, 2025, on Karindo Hill, 

Kinyinya Zone, Gisuru Commune, Buhumuza 

Province, Étienne Buryeburye, 78 years old, 

father of seven children was murdered, 

stabbed with a knife in the chest and died on 

the spot, by unidentified people. 

The deceased was intercepted at around 9 

p.m. on the way to Kinyinya-Musumba on his 

way home from the trading center commonly 

known as Kwitara. 

The alleged perpetrators were arrested and 

detained at Ruyigi Central Prison. 

They are two sons of the deceased, Claude 

Bigirimana and Thérence Habonimana, but 

Claude Bigirimana has been released while 

Thérence Bigirimana is still in prison. Land 

conflicts are believed to be behind this 

assassination.  

II. CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS 

II.1. RIGHT TO LIFE 

II.1.1. VOLUNTARY HOMICIDE 

II.1.1.1. PERSONS KILLED AS A RESULT OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  

A woman murdered by her husband in Rutana Commune of Burunga Province  

II.1.1.2. PEOPLE KILLED BY UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS 

One person killed in Gisuru commune, Buhumuza province  

A lifeless body of a woman was discovered in Bugendana Commune of Gitega 

Province  

On Monday, October 20, 2025, at around 7 

a.m., the lifeless body of a woman known as 

Bigirimana Denise was found in a cassava 

field, a few meters from the Mugera–

Rushanga road, on Rushanga hill, Mugera 

zone, Bugendana commune, Gitega province. 

 

According to information gathered from our 

local source in the Mugera area, the previous 

evening, the victim was in a cabaret in the 

Mugera center with her husband, 

Ndayuhurume Gaspard. 

Witnesses report that an argument broke out 

between the two spouses, to the point where 

the husband allegedly hit his wife. 

At around 11:45 p.m., the woman reportedly 

returned home alone, while the husband 

went to his night shift at the place called 

"Mu Muryango", also located in the Mugera 

center . 

The next morning, Monday, October 20, 

2025, passers-by discovered a lifeless body in 

a cassava field. After checking, he noticed 

that it was Mrs. Bigirimana Denise. 

Informed of the discovery, the husband tried 

to hide. The victim's body was then buried, 

in the presence of his married daughters 

living on another hill. 

On Thursday, October 23, 2025, the 

husband, Ndayuhurume Gaspard, was 

finally arrested, but remains on provisional 

release for the time being.  
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II.1.1.1. PERSONS KILLED BY UNIDENTIFIED PERSONS (the following of  page 11)  

A lifeless body found on Mugoboka-Sororezo hill, Nyakabiga area, Mukaza commune 

in      Bujumbura province  

On October 23, 2025, a lifeless body of a 

young girl was found in the area of 

Nyakabiga, commune of Mukaza, province of 

Bujumbura very close to the school known as 

College on the hill of Mugoboka-sororezo. 

The body was lying on its stomach and 

according to witnesses, the victim was 

between 20 and 25 years old. The 

perpetrators of the crime are said to have 

killed him elsewhere before transporting the 

body to the scene, as no one in the vicinity 

saw or heard anything. People who saw the 

body say that the victim was probably killed 

elsewhere before being thrown there because 

the body was in a position that suggests there 

was no struggle at this place "There was no 

blood under the head, but a wound to the 

head," said a source on the scene.  

Three lifeless bodies found in two days, in the Buganda zone, Bukinanyana 

commune in Bujumbura province  

A heavy and distressing atmosphere prevails 

in the commune of Buganda, in 

Bukinanyana, in the province of Bujumbura, 

following the discovery of three lifeless bodies 

in two days. The residents live in fear, as the 

circumstances of these deaths remain 

mysterious. 

 The first body was found on October 24 

under a bridge under construction on 

Kaburantwa hill. Workers initially thought it 

was a mannequin-like figure, but the smell 

and condition of the body confirmed it was a 

naked man. The military was alerted, and the 

authorities transported the body to the 

morgue after no identification could be made. 

The local chief mentioned that the 

investigation could determine whether this 

man was killed elsewhere or if it was an 

accident.  

On 25 October, two more decomposing 

corpses were discovered in a cassava field on 

Gasenyi hill. The bodies were unrecognizable 

and were buried on site for health reasons, 

without the possibility of identification.  

Buganda residents are very worried, as 

bodies have been found in or near the Rusizi 

River in the past. Several witnesses say that 

this happens often but that investigations 

never come to fruition. Some suspect armed 

groups operating on the border with the 

Democratic Republic of Congo of being 

responsible for these crimes, while others 

speak of settling scores or illegal trafficking.  

Residents are demanding more security 

along the Rusizi River and expressing 

anguish over the ever-present threat. One 

man said that each body found is a silent 

message of the devaluation of life in the 

region. Residents hope that the authorities 

will enlighten these events before other 

reappearances of the other lifeless bodies.  



II.1.1.2. PERSONS KILLED BY UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUALS( the following of  

page 12)  

Page 13 

Discovery of two lifeless bodies in the Commune and Province of Gitega  

On Saturday, October 25, 2025, around 6:30 

a.m., the lifeless body of a woman named 

Ndereyimana Jeanine was discovered in the 

Magarama neighborhood, on 2nd Avenue, in 

the commune and province of Gitega. 

 According to initial statements collected 

from the head of the Magarama 

neighborhood, Mr. Nzibarega Léandre, the 

victim is believed to have died as a result of 

consuming prohibited alcohol, as, according 

to him, she had been heavily intoxicated the 

night before.  

However, this information is disputed by 

several neighborhood residents, who claim to 

have observed injuries on the victim's neck. 

These witnesses rather suspect a criminal 

act, possibly committed after a sexual 

assault, given that the woman lived alone 

and had been divorced for 15 years.  

The witnesses do acknowledge that the 

deceased frequently consumed alcohol, but 

they insist on the suspicious nature of the 

circumstances of her death.  

The victim, originally from Kiremera hill, 

Giheta zone, in the same Gitega province, 

lived alone in Magarama. 

 The burial took place the same day by order 

of the judicial police officer Iradukunda Jean 

Claude and the neighborhood chief. 

 On Saturday, October 25, 2025, on Rukoba 

hill, in a place called Zege, Rutegama zone, 

commune and province of Gitega, the lifeless 

body of a young woman named Irakoze 

Nadine, aged 24, was found in her house. The 

victim was originally from Kibungere hill, 

Nyabihanga commune (former province of 

Mwaro), now attached to Gitega province. 

 According to information gathered from the 

local population, the discovery of the body 

raised strong suspicions, given the small 

injuries on the face. 

 On this matter, the judicial police officer 

Kabanyana Clarisse reportedly stated that 

the young woman may have died due to 

illness.  

However, residents claim to have noticed 

injuries to her face, suggesting that she may 

have been the victim of a criminal act. 

Some witnesses claim that the victim was 

killed elsewhere before his body was 

transported to his home in Zege in order to 

distort the investigations. 

The body was transferred to the morgue of 

the Gitega Regional Hospital while waiting 

for his family to come and bury him . 

II.1.2. ABDUCTIONS AND/OR FORCED DISAPPEARANCES  

A young man was kidnapped in the middle of the city of Bujumbura, Mukaza 

commune in Bujumbura province  

On October 17, 2025, a young man named 

Niyonkuru Clovis, aged 41, residing in the 

city of Bujumbura, Ntahangwa commune, 

Ngagara zone, neighborhood 10, was 

abducted by intelligence service agents while 

he was in downtown Bujumbura.According to 

our sources on the ground, Clovis had 

received a phone call, then he got out of the 

vehicle he was in. From that moment, his 

relatives searched everywhere without 

success, before learning that he was being 

held by the intelligence service located at the 

Cathedral on October 22, 2025.  
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Since Wednesday, October 15, 2025, a 7-year-

old child named IRUTINGABO, from 

KIGUFI hill under NYABUSARE hill, 

Bugenyuzi Zone of the KARUSI Commune, 

who was a student at ECOFO KIGARAMA 1, 

disappeared while returning from school 

around 12:30 PM and has remained missing 

until now. His family has done everything in 

searching for him, but to no avail.  

II.1.2. ABDUCTIONS AND/OR FORCED DISAPPEARANCES (the following of  page 13)  

Mysterious disappearance of a child in Karusi Commune in Gitega Province  

Two people kidnapped in Ngozi Commune in Butanyerera Province  

On Wednesday, October 22, 2025, a girl 

named Miburo Geneviève and another man 

were kidnapped by a vehicle believed to 

belong to the national intelligence service in 

Ngozi.  

The man in question, whose name is not yet 

known, is a trader at the central market of 

Ngozi. As for Geneviève Miburo, she sells 

units and money on Lumicash.  

According to people who were present, four 

individuals, including two in police uniforms 

and two others in civilian clothing, were in a 

double-cabin van with tinted windows, 

registered EA 0517. The two civilians jumped 

on the two victims and forcibly took them 

into this vehicle. According to these 

witnesses, both were handcuffed.  

The destination of these individuals and the 

reason for their arrest remain unknown. 

Those who work with the victims of this 

kidnapping fear for their safety.  

II.2. PHYSICAL AND/OR MENTAL INTEGRITY 

II.2.1. RAPE 

A girl was sexually abused by her father in Gishubi Commune in Gitega Province  

A young girl named I.D., 16 years old and a 

9th-grade student at ÉCOFO Nyangwa I, 

comes from Ngaruzwa Hill, which used to be 

part of the former Ryansoro commune, now 

in the Gishubi Commune, Gitega Province. 

The victim's father is named Ndayisaba 

Gervais and he is a teacher at Ecofo 

Nyangwa I. Her mother, Akimana Ange 

Fabiola, is currently married to another 

person living in Rumonge. Her stepmother's 

name is Nsabiyumva Aline.  

On Friday, October 17, 2025, I.D. asked her 

neighbors for help, saying that she felt in 

danger. According to local sources, her 

father, 40-year-old Ndayisaba Gervais, 

abused her multiple times while threatening 

her to stay silent. The previous week, this 

man had suspected the victim of having 

relationships with other boys.  

According to the victim, her father violently 

attacked her, forcibly stripped her naked and 

poured gasoline into her private parts. After 

the attack, the victim was taken to the 

Nyangwa health centre where doctors found 

severe burns and signs of infection. She was 

admitted to hospital for appropriate 

intensive care. Ndayisaba Gervais, the 

alleged father, was arrested and imprisoned 

in Nyangwa. 

However, according to reliable sources, he 

was transferred on Tuesday, October 21, 

2025 to another prison in Ndava, in the 

Mahwa area, now part of the commune of 

Matana. 

This situation creates concerns about a 

possible early release or interference in the 

trial. The victim's health is very worrying 

and she needs protection not to return to her 

father's house, including psychological 

support for her, especially since her mental 

health is also alarming.  
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II.3. RIGHT TO FREEDOM 

II.3.1. ARBITRARY ARRESTS AND DETENTIONS 

Arrest of the former public prosecutor in Kirundo  

Since the morning of October 22, 2015, the 

prosecutor of Kirundo, Ndemeye Jean 

Claude, has been missing. He is believed to 

have been arrested at his home in 

Masanganzira, Kiremba Commune, 

Butanyerera Province by SNR agents, as 

testified by his wife, and was taken away in a 

pick-up truck. His wife thinks he is being 

held at SNR Bujumbura. He is accused of 

corrupting several citizens by demanding 

payments for each case.On October 12, 2015, 

he purchased an apartment in the center of 

Ngozi for 500 million Fbu, and the population 

laments this because this prosecutor already 

had commissioners who were willing to 

approach him for a sum requested by the 

prosecutor. 

It is a relief for the people of Kirundo, as they 

had raised their voices loudly but he had not 

been replaced, and he was also removed from 

his duties and replaced by his deputy.  

On 20/10/2025, in Colline Bushasha, Commune 

of Kirundo, Butanyerera Province, a member of 

the CNL faction led by Rwasa Agathon named 

Muhigirwa Théogène, a supervisor at 

Kanyinya High School, was arrested by the 

provincial police commissioner and held in the 

Kirundo PJ jail accused of flirting with the 

high school girls. However, he spent 5 days in 

jail without any charges because he requested 

to have the girls involved brought in, but 

nobody even summoned them, and he was 

released unconditionally.  

Arrest of a CNL member in Kirundo commune  

III. ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL RIGHTS  

III.1. DISRUPTION OF ECONOMIC LIFE 

Public and private activities at a standstill disrupting economic life in the Mugina 

commune in Bujumbura province  

As of October 20, 2025, both public and 

private activities were halted following the 

'torch of peace' tour across the country. In C 

A Mugina, specifically at the Kirimvi 

Primary School on Buhoro hill in the Buhoro 

zone, activities related to this event took 

place. Teachers, school principals, heads of 

various services, doctors and nurses, and 

other state officials were ordered by their 

superiors to leave their posts to attend these 

activities, which caused the suspension of 

various services.  

Schools were mostly the most affected by this 

halt since even students were ordered to 

attend to increase the numbers. The 

following institutions are on the list of those 

affected :  

 

Ecofo Rusagara,  

Rusagara High School,  

Rugajo Communal High School,  

ITAB Sinai of Rugajo,  

Muyange Communal High School,  

Ecofo Muyange II,  

Buseruko Communal High School,  

Mugina Technical High School,  

ECOFO Rukatura.  

Buhoro Technical High School,  

Buhoro ECOFO,  

Kirimvi ECOFO,  

Ruseseka Municipal High School.  
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III.1. DISRUPTION OF ECONOMIC LIFE (the following of  page 15)  

Besides public activities, private activities 

such as shops, boutiques, and the Nyeshenza 

Market were closed to await the passage of 

this torch. Transport was also disrupted 

because taxi and motorcycle drivers were 

ordered to escort the torch, failing which they 

would be considered enemies of peace and 

against the authorities.  

All these victims denounce an arbitrary 

decision because many of them struggle daily 

for their survival. At a time when the quality 

of education is greatly declining, parents are 

worried about the fate of students who are 

still victims of a government that wants to 

involve them in political activities, which 

benefits them in no way other than 

sacrificing their future for the personal 

interests of those in power.  

In the province of Burunga, hospitals and 

health centers are suffocating. Promises of 

free care for pregnant women and children 

under five clash with a harsh reality: empty 

accounts, lack of medicines, missing delivery 

equipment, and unpaid staff. This situation 

highlights the deep problems of the entire 

Burundian medical system under the control 

of the CNDD-FDD. 

In the healthcare facilities of Burunga 

province, the crisis is palpable. Posters 

advocating free care remain clearly visible on 

the walls, but behind these official slogans, 

the daily life of healthcare personnel turns 

into a nightmare. The latest reimbursement 

invoices sent to the government date back to 

December 2024.  

Health centers no longer have any means to 

operate. The accounts are empty, and the 

stocks of medicines are depleted. Even gloves 

for delivering babies have disappeared, 

directly endangering midwives and patients. 

"We work with bare hands, sometimes using 

improvised means. It's dangerous for 

everyone," says a nurse at the health center 

in Burunga province. 

 Emergency kits and other medical supplies 

are non-existent. Contract staff, already 

vulnerable, have gone two to four months 

without pay. Some continue out of 

professional conscience, while others have 

abandoned their posts due to lack of 

livelihood means.  

For the sick, the situation is deplorable. The 

promised free healthcare is no longer being 

realized: even the smallest medicine must 

now be purchased from private pharmacies, 

at prices inaccessible to a population living in 

extreme poverty. "We are told it's free, but 

here, without money, they won't treat you," 

laments a mother met at the Burunga 

maternity ward.  

Even basic needs are no longer met: no soap 

for hygiene, no fuel for ambulances, no gloves 

to protect the staff. Public health is faltering, 

and the fear of losing lives due to lack of 

resources grows every day.  

What is happening in Burunga is 

unfortunately not an isolated case. This 

situation reflects a national crisis: in several 

regions of Burundi, medical facilities face the 

same payment delays, the same shortages, 

and the same human distress.  

The free healthcare programs, although 

praised at their launch, collapse under the 

weight of debt and lack of oversight. 

Hospitals are drained, and the staff  

III.2. RIGHT TO HEALTH 

Free healthcare is turning into a crisis in the province of  Burunga  
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A caregiver, though devoted, feels 

abandoned.  

The example of Burunga province highlights 

the fragility of the Burundian medical 

system. Behind the promises of free 

healthcare lies a harsh reality: a health 

network on the brink of collapse, where lives 

are lost due to a lack of resources. Without a 

swift and sincere response from the 

authorities to release funds, supply the 

facilities, and support the staff, free 

healthcare—once a symbol of hope—risks 

becoming one of the country's greatest social 

failures.  

III.2. RIGHT TO HEALTH (the following of  page 16) 

Recently, a case was reported to you about 

the glaring lack of equipment in the CDS, 

which are intended to be transformed into 

communal hospitals, although the idea was 

poorly concluded. These so-called communal 

hospitals had neither doctors, nor directors, 

nor assistant doctors. During the previous 

recruitment, accountants were assigned 

there under the pretext that they would soon 

become operational, but in vain. Now the 

CDS and hospitals are experiencing an 

unparalleled economic crisis. At the Kirundo 

hospital, there is a glaring shortage of 

medicines and equipment. They even run out 

of a complex and send patients to buy it if 

needed. They have just gone two months or 

more without any intestinal worm 

medication. This shortage is widespread in 

all health centers and hospitals in the 

Kirundo commune. At Nyamabuye health 

center, the contractual workers have just 

gone 2 months without being paid; at 

Kiyonza health center 3 months, at 

Runyankezi health center 2 months. Some 

say that their bank accounts were messed up 

by Doctor Ignace, who was the head of the 

Kirundo district. Employees risk leaving 

their jobs.  

The shortage of medicines and operational problems of hospitals in Kirundo 

Commune in Butanyerera Province  

IV. CONCLUSION AND  RECOMMENDATIONS  

The Iteka League strongly denounces the persistent deterioration of human rights in Burundi 

and condemns the impunity of those responsible for crimes. It calls on the Burundian 

authorities to take all possible measures and recommends the following: 

To the Government of Burundi :  

 Conduct thorough investigations into human rights violations and prosecute those 

responsible, including administrative officers, police, military personnel, and young 

Imbonerakure members of the ruling party; 

 Ensure the independence and impartiality of the judiciary so that cases of human rights 

violations can be handled fairly; 

 Take concrete and effective measures to guarantee the right to education and healthcare 

for all and to prevent the politicization of educational institutions.  


