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In memory of Marie Claudette Kwizera, treasurer of the Iteka League, missing since 

December 10, 2015. From December 2015 to October 12, 2025, at least 839 victims of 

enforced disappearance have been documented by the Iteka League, at least 86 

victims have reappeared, and 754 victims are still missing. The UN Working Group 

on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances (WGIDE) has already communicated at 

least 252 victims1 to the Government of Burundi. 

1https://docs.un.org/fr/A/HRC/57/54 
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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

CDS              : Health Center 

CNDD-FDD  : National Council for the Defense of Democracy – Forces for the Defense of 

Democracy 

ECOFO         : Primary School 

FOMI            : Integrated Organic and Mineral Fertilization 

GBV            : Gender-Based Violence 

GSBV         : Gender-Based Sexual Violence  

OPJ              : Judicial Police Officer 

SNR             : National Enquiry Service 

SOSUMO     : Moso Sugar Company 

TGI              : High Court 

UPRONA    : Union for National Progress 
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I. CONTEXT 

I.1. POLITICAL CONTEXT 

In Gitega province, Karuzi commune, for the 

past month, the zonal Imbonerakure leaders 

have been recruiting young Imbonerakure 

members to join the Burundian army without 

any public call for applications, as usual. 

According to a local witness, an Imbonerakure 

official from the Buhiga zone of Karuzi 

commune was seen stapling a passport photo 

to a photocopy of an identity card and sending 

them to Gitega, the provincial capital. 

According to information, the Imbonerakure 

leader had more than 35 files. According to a 

source close to the CNDD-FDD, this 

recruitment is taking place across the country 

and, apart from a photocopy of the identity 

card and a passport photo, no other documents 

are required.  

In Butanyerera province, Kirundo commune, 

the recruitment of rank-and-file soldiers takes 

place in an unstructured and unclear context. 

The leaders of the Imbonerakure in the 

areas are at the head of this clandestine 

activity. They look for documents for the 

Imbonerakure of the CNDD-FDD from the 

Hutu ethnic group and even make 

arrangements for those who are not 

deserving by seeking fraudulent documents 

from certain school directors targeted and 

guided by some zonal leaders of the 

Imbonerakure.  

They register themselves as Tutsi or Twa, 

even though they are Hutu, with the aim of 

being more numerous in the army. It should 

be noted that some distributors of 

fraudulent documents,  including 

Katagaruka Vincent and Nzeyimana 

Jérémie, were arrested by the police of the 

former commune of Bugabira for 

investigative reasons. 

0. INTRODUCTION 

Clandestine recruitment of soldiers in the northern provinces of Burundi  

This bulletin presents the human rights situation in Burundi during the week of October 6 to 

12, 2025. In this report, the Iteka League also examines the political, judicial, and governance 

context. It also analyzes illustrative cases of violations of civil and political rights, economic, 

social, and cultural rights, as well as category-specific rights, particularly children’s rights.  

The human rights violations observed and documented by the Iteka League are as follows: at 

least 5 people killed, all found dead, 4 victims of GBV including 1 victim of sexual and gender-

based violence, and 4 victims of arbitrary arrests.  

Among the victims, there is 1 woman killed, 3 minors raped, and 4 evangelists subjected to 

arbitrary arrests. A woman who was abducted and reported in last week's bulletin has 

reappeared2.  

Imbonerakure from the ruling CNDD-FDD party, agents of the SNR, Police officers and 

administrative staff are accused of being the main alleged perpetrators of these human rights 

violations.  

2
https://ligue-iteka.bi/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Bulletin-ITEKA-N-IJAMBO-494.pdf   

https://ligue-iteka.bi/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Bulletin-ITEKA-N-IJAMBO-494.pdf
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On October 7, 2025, at the Tribunal de 

Grande Instance of Ngozi, in Ngozi commune, 

Butanyerera province, the public hearing of 

journalist Muhoza Aline Sandra took place, 

during which her three defense lawyers 

repeatedly pointed out that the legal basis had 

not been respected. The lawyers denounced 

that if the Bujumbura Court of Appeal 

declared itself incompetent, then the entire 

case should be nullified. The lawyers stated 

that imprisonment without a warrant or 

interrogation report is inadmissible and 

unlawful. The Public Prosecutor attempted 

to accuse Muhoza Aline Sandra, but the 

very convincing arguments of the defense 

forced the presiding judge to take the case 

under deliberation. At the end of the 

hearing, the defense expressed great 

confidence and hopes that the TGI of Ngozi 

will duly consider the course of the trial.  

I.2. JUDICIAL CONTEXT  

Public appearance of the journalist in the Ngozi commune, Butanyerera province  

On October 9, 2025, in the commune of 

Rutana, Burunga province, the High Court of 

Rutana, in a flagrante delicto hearing, 

sentenced Eric Niyonzima, aged 38, to 2 years 

of penal servitude, accused of human 

trafficking at the time he was apprehended 

at the Malagarazi River (Burundi-Tanzania 

border) with three children under 15 years 

old coming from Karusi.  

For several months, the Malagarazi River has 

been carrying away Burundian lands, 

prompting the Rutana justice system to 

respond firmly and continuously raising 

concerns. Its course has shifted since this 

year's rainy season, gradually eroding 

Burundian territory. 

Residents of the former communes of Kibago, 

Kayogoro, and Bukemba claim that this 

deviation of the river's course has caused the 

loss of several fields and homes on the 

Burundian side. Some accuse Tanzanians of 

wanting to appropriate the land now displaced 

to the other side of the current. Despite 

several meetings between Burundian 

authorities from the border provinces and 

their Tanzanian counterparts, tensions 

remain high. Soldiers from both countries, 

deployed since the rainy season, are still in 

place while avoiding any direct confrontation. 

It is in this tense climate that the Rutana 

High Court rendered, on Monday, October 6, 

2025, two notable judgments, illustrating 

the firmness of Burundian justice in the face 

of acts that threaten national sovereignty 

and public security.  

In the first case, fifteen people, including 

loaders and stevedores, were found guilty of 

having destroyed a dam belonging to the 

sugar company SOSUMO, built on the 

Malagarazi River. According to the 

judgment, this dam had been erected by 

SOSUMO with the aim of returning the 

riverbed to its former course after the water 

diversion had washed away part of its 

farmland and destroyed several sugarcane 

plantations.  

Investigations revealed that the accused 

allegedly acted on the orders of Tanzanian 

soldiers, following a secret meeting held in 

Tanzania. They were each sentenced to 

twenty years of principal penal servitude 

and ordered to pay 12,002,000 FBU in 

damages. and interests to SOSUMO.  

Persistent tensions at the Malagarazi River border, which separates Burundi and 

Tanzania in Burunga Province  

Trial in flagrante delicto in Rutana commune, Burunga province  

I.3. GOVERNANCE CONTEXT  
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I.3. GOVERNANCE CONTEXT (the following of  page 7)  

In Giharo, in the province of Burunga, 

attacks against members of the UPRONA 

party and law enforcement officers trying to 

deliver justice are increasing. Between 

assaults, judicial blockages and suspicious 

transfers, the same observation is clear: fear 

and impunity now govern the local justice 

system. According to local sources, it was on 

October 2, 2025 that Usuel Ntakarutimana, 

head of UPRONA in the locality, was 

violently attacked with a machete in a 

cabaret in the neighborhood. His alleged 

attacker, Pierre Sahabu, attacked him with a 

machete, from which he narrowly escaped 

because, according to witnesses, he was going 

to cut off his head.  

"In Giharo, when an opponent is attacked, the 

case always stops before reaching the 

prosecutor's office. And when a policeman 

dares to act, he is punished," laments a local 

resident. The attacker later confessed to the 

facts before the judicial police officer (OPJ), 

NSBIMANA Déo, in charge of the case. But 

this officer, instead of ruling on the matter, 

declared that he considered himself 

incompetent and that he would forward the 

case to the prosecutor at the Rutana High 

Court. To this day, the case has still not been 

transmitted, which fuels suspicions.  

Some believe that the police officer preferred 

to bide his time for fear of being transferred, 

as was the case with Gilbert Niyonizigiye, 

another officer who was transferred after 

daring to investigate the assault case against 

Théoneste Juma, the UPRONA leader in the 

same area. These cases reflect a deep malaise 

within the police and local justice system. 

Officers tasked with investigating crimes 

involving members or supporters of the 

CNDD-FDD find themselves isolated, 

relocated, or silenced.  

“In Giharo, when an opponent is attacked, the 

case always stops before reaching the public 

prosecutor. And when a police officer dares 

to act, he is punished,” laments a resident of 

the commune. This climate of intimidation is 

not new. In 2024, the communal police 

commissioner of Giharo, Police Major Japhet 

Mukeshimana, was killed with a machete 

while attempting to pursue Imbonerakure 

suspected of having murdered a young 

teenager. Among the main suspects was, 

according to several local sources, the head 

of the Imbonerakure in the commune, who 

was also the Director of Communal 

Education.  

Despite the seriousness of the events, more 

than a year later, no perpetrator or 

instigator has appeared before the courts, 

even though the case was supposed to be 

judged in flagrante delicto. For many 

residents, this judicial slowness confirms 

that some people are above the law. The 

inhabitants of Giharo explain that the 

victims are often opponents or critical 

citizens and that the attackers enjoy tacit 

protection. They add that honest police 

officers are transferred, intimidated, or 

killed, and that cases never reach the 

prosecution. A local human rights defender 

wonders whether the justice system follows 

the law or follows fear. According to him, "As 

long as the truth disturbs the powerful, it 

remains locked away in the drawers of the 

police station."  

Meanwhile, Usuel Ntakarutimana and his 

family live in anxiety. Neighbors report that 

his alleged attacker moves about freely while 

the memory of Commissioner Japhet 

Mukeshimana still haunts people's minds. 

According to the residents, there are two 

men, two destinies linked by the same 

question: 'How long will Burundian justice 

tolerate the machete replacing the law?'  

Political violence, paralyzed justice, and fear within the police ranks in Musongati 

commune, Burunga province  
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On October 10, 2025, at the administrative 

center of the former commune of Giharo, in 

the Musongati commune, Burunga province, 

Cyriaque Komezurugendo, the CNDD-FDD 

party zonal representative for the Butezi area, 

attempted to steal PANA 53 maize seeds 

distributed by the Government of Burundi.  

According to local sources, Cyriaque 

Komezurugendo, in collaboration with Sylvain 

Nzikoruriho, the CNDD-FDD party 

representative in Burunga province, and 

Rénovât Hakizimana, the CNDD-FDD party 

representative in Musongati commune and 

recently elected as deputy of Musongati 

commune, ordered the administration of 

Musongati commune to give the party 

representatives the authority to distribute the 

seeds. Consequently, Cyriaque 

Komezurugendo received the seeds and, 

among the tons provided to the former 

commune of Giharo, he stole 80 kg of maize.  

According to the same sources, during the 

distribution, when the administrator of the 

Musongati commune and his companions 

came to distribute the seeds to the population, 

Cyriaque Komezurugendo said that the 

quantity seen did not match the quantity 

received.  

After his message, the administrator of the 

Musongati commune said that she also saw 

that the quantity did not match what was 

given and affirmed that there was no one 

else to ask about the missing quantity, and 

that the transporter and the recipient were 

the two who had to find the missing 

quantity. After that, Rénovât Hakizimana, 

who was there with the administrator's 

advisors, decided to remove the monitors 

and others present, to leave the place so 

they could stay among themselves to 

conduct a proper search.  

After the dialogue, Cyriaque 

Komezurugendo delivered the 80 kg of maize 

to the administrator of Musongati, and it 

was placed in the stock to be distributed to 

the population. Another observation is that 

PANA 53 maize seeds are only distributed to 

members of the CNDD-FDD party. Members 

of other parties did not receive any seeds.  

Anyone who wanted these seeds without 

being a member of the CNDD-FDD party 

had to buy them for 30,000 FBU per kg, that 

is, a 2 kg bag for 60,000 FBU.  

As a result, the residents of this commune 

are asking the Minister of Agriculture and 

Livestock to give authority to the ministry's 

agents and not to representatives of a single 

party, because the country belongs not only 

to the ruling party, but to the entire 

population.  

I.3. GOVERNANCE CONTEXT (the following of  page 8)  

Irregularities in the distribution of maize seeds in Musongati commune, Burunga 

province  
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A lifeless body of 20-year-old Evelyne 

Mukamariza was found on October 7, 2025 in 

her house on Mutambara hill, in the 

commune of Rumonge, Burunga province. The 

victim was reportedly decapitated. The 

population of Mutambara hill, located in the 

Gatete area, Rumonge commune, was 

plunged into fear. According to the first 

elements collected on the spot, the victim was 

decapitated. His body was found locked in his 

house in a village called Mujimwema, a town 

mainly populated by families repatriated from 

Tanzania. 

No arrests have yet been made, but the 

victim's husband is currently being sought, 

according to local police and administrative 

sources. The couple had recently settled in 

Mutambara, from the Mudende zone, in the 

former commune of Buyengero, which 

recently became the administrative zone of 

the commune of Rumonge following the new 

territorial division.  

Neighbors of the victim indicate that the 

couple lived in a tense relationship, with 

recurring conflicts observed in recent weeks. 

The victim worked in a local shop, located 

not far from her home. "They were not on 

good terms, and this even worried the 

neighbors," testifies a village resident 

speaking anonymously. This new murder 

once again highlights the vulnerability of 

women to domestic violence and the need for 

authorities to strengthen the protection of 

populations in rural areas.  

II. CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS  

II.1. RIGHT TO LIFE 

II.1.1. Voluntary Homicides 

II.1.1.1. Dead bodies found  

A lifeless body of a young woman found decapitated in Mutambara in Rumonge 

commune, Burunga province  

Two lifeless bodies found in Ndava and Buganda, Cibitoke commune, Bujumbura 

province  

On the morning of October 7, 2025, two 

lifeless bodies of men were found on the hills 

of Ndava-Village and Ruhagarika, in the 

areas of Ndava and Buganda, Bukinanyana 

commune, Bujumbura province. 

According to information gathered on the 

spot, the first victim, identified as Roti, from 

Ndava-Village, had left his home the day 

before to sell a goat, a transaction for which 

he would have received the sum of 450,000 

fbu. On the way back, he stopped at a bar. 

Witnesses say that during the evening, 

members of the Imbonerakure, the ruling 

party's youth league, who were in the same 

bar, began to beat him violently and steal the 

money he was carrying.  

Finding that he was seriously injured, the 

Imbonerakure reportedly took him to the 

local police station. However, the police 

refused to receive him, ordering his 

attackers to take him to the hospital. The 

latter then chose to throw it into the 

Kagunuzi River. His body was found the 

next morning, swept away by the waters not 

far from the Rusizi River. 

The local population, shocked and angry, 

demanded that those responsible for this 

murder be identified and punished. The 

victim's body had severe trauma to the head, 

suggesting that he had been beaten to death 

with a stick. Local administrative 

authorities ordered the body to be 

transferred to the morgue for an autopsy 

and investigation.  
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II.1.1.1. Lifeless bodies found (the following of  page 10)  

A second body was discovered on the same day 

on the bank of the Muhira River. The man, 

unidentified, had his hands tied with his own 

shirt. The locals proceeded to bury him on the 

spot, due to a lack of information about his 

identity. The residents are calling on the 

authorities to shed full light on these 

murders and to put an end to the impunity 

of those responsible for such crimes. For 

their part, the police and local authorities 

announced the opening of an investigation 

to identify and punish those responsible.  

A lifeless body found in Cibitoke commune, Bujumbura province  

On October 8, 2025, in the Gitenge River located 

on Ndava Hill, Cibitoke commune, Bujumbura 

province, a lifeless body of Albert Bucumi, 43 

years old, was seen in this river, not far from its 

mouth with the Rusizi River. According to 

witnesses in the locality, the victim was from 

Kabuye hill and had lived in Ndava hill and 

area, Cibitoke commune, for at least two years. 

Albert Bucumi had disappeared on the night of 

October 5, 2025. Those who saw this body first 

indicate that this man was strangled after being 

shaken.  

A lifeless body of a man found in Rumonge commune, Burunga province  

On October 9, 2025, a lifeless body of a young 

man, whose identity remains unknown, was 

found on Mwange hill, in the Kizuka zone, 

Rumonge commune, Burunga province. 

According to the chief of the hill Mwange and 

several witnesses met on the spot, the 

circumstances of the death suggest a murder. 

The victim was reportedly killed in the Dama 

River valley before his body was transported 

and dumped in a gutter on the side of the 

road. The victim's arms were tied by a rope, a 

detail that reinforces the hypothesis of a 

premeditated criminal act. No suspect has 

been identified or arrested for the moment.  

A judicial police officer went to the scene to 

make the report. According to the Public 

Security Police in Rumonge, the body was 

evacuated to the morgue of the Rumonge 

Hospital. A judicial investigation has been 

opened to identify the perpetrators of this 

act. This new tragedy comes at a time when 

the commune of Rumonge is experiencing a 

series of worrying incidents. Less than two 

days earlier, on Tuesday, October 7, 2025, 

the decapitated body of a woman in her 

twenties was found on Mutambara hill, in 

the Gatete zone, still in the commune of 

Rumonge. With two bodies discovered in 

less than 48 hours, the security situation in 

this region of Burunga province is a matter 

of great concern. The inhabitants of the 

Mwange and Mutambara hills are calling 

on the authorities and asking for an urgent 

reinforcement of security measures.  

II.1.2. Kidnappings and/or enforced disappearances  

A woman disappeared and then found in Cankuzo commune, Buhumuza province  

Since October 1, 2025, a 43-year-old woman 

named Henriette Bayubahe, wife of Jonas 

Ruzuba and a teacher at ECOFO Camazi II, 

has been missing. Around 6 p.m., Henriette 

Bayubahe went out and did not return. As of 

October 5, 2025, her family had no news of 

her.  

This woman is the mother of five children and 

lives in the Camazi hill and zone, Gisagara 

commune, Buhumuza province.  

Note: Henriette Bayubahe returned home 

around 8 p.m. on October 7, 2025. 

Physically in good health, she did not want 

to say where she had been for the whole 

week. The case was reported in the previous 

Iteka n’Ijambo weekly bulletin No. 494.  
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II.2. PHYSICAL AND/OR MENTAL INTEGRITY 

II.2.1. Rapes  

As of October 1, 2025, the torch of peace has 

passed through the communes of Buhumuza 

province.  

Economic analysts lament the enormous 

resources used for this activity while the 

population continues to cry out about the lack 

of essential goods such as fuel, BUSEKO 

cement, chemical fertilizers, and more.  

According to some, these resources could be 

used to provide the population with these 

rare and expensive products on the market.  

A girl raped in Rumonge commune, Burunga province  

On the evening of October 5, 2025, on 

Mutambara hill, Rumonge area and 

commune, Burunga province, 10-year-old 

H.M., from the same hill, was raped by 

Léonidas Minani, 40, a member of the CNDD-

FDD party 

According to sources on the spot, the alleged 

perpetrator would have taken the girl to his 

house before committing the act, under 

strong intimidation. After the fact, he would 

have gone out to inspect the surroundings, 

leaving the girl inside the house. It was then 

that neighbors, having suspected something 

abnormal, hid to observe the situation. 

They then saw the girl leave the house. The 

neighbours then arrested the alleged 

perpetrator and took him to the nearest 

police station. The latter was then 

transferred to the cell of the Rumonge police 

station.  

As for the little girl, she was taken to the 

Humura center for holistic care. The 

arraignment was supposed to take place on 

Wednesday afternoon, but it was postponed 

to October 15, 2025, as the defendant stated 

that he had a witness.  

A minor raped on Sororezo Hill, Kanyosha commune, Bujumbura province  

On October 10, 2025, on the hill of Sororezo, 

Kanyosha commune, Bujumbura province, 

the 10-year-old I.L.D. minor and a 2nd year 

student at ECOFO Sororezo, was a victim of 

rape. The alleged perpetrator is Minani 

Philbert, 42 years old. The defendant met the 

child while she was looking for firewood in a 

field. He called her under the pretext of 

giving her wood before committing the act of 

rape. The victim immediately received the 

necessary medical assistance at the CDS 

Sororezo. The alleged perpetrator is 

currently being held in the Kabezi dungeon, 

awaiting legal proceedings.  

A minor raped on Rugembe Hill, Mugere commune, Bujumbura province  

II.2.2. Other gender-based violence  

Domestic violence in the Butihinda commune, Buhumuza province  

On October 1, 2025, on Masaka Hill, 

Kamaramagambo Zone, Butihinda 

Commune, Buhumuza Province, Isabelle 

Nkurunziza, married and then abandoned by 

her husband, and her son Gordien 

Sindahabaye, were attacked by a group of 

people armed with machetes, sticks and 

clubs. 

The husband, Jean Ntahonsohokera, had 

abandoned his family to live in an illegal 

union with his concubine. The victims were 

beaten with machetes and sticks by Jean 

Ntahonsohokera, Laetitia Kamikazi and 

their children, as well as by Joséphine 

Minani and her sons.  
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According to local sources, these aggressors 

are said to benefit from the support of the 

hill chief, the president of the Butihinda 

residence court, Madam Liliane, as well as 

the OPJ of the Kamaramagambo area, 

following acts of corruption. Even though the 

law specifies that cohabitation constitutes an 

offense and that the concubine should be 

repudiated, she continues to be supported by 

the local administration and justice system, 

making the situation even more unjust. 

Isabelle Nkurunziza's family is requesting 

that justice be served, that the perpetrators 

of these acts be punished, that the concubine 

be removed, and that Isabelle Nkurunziza 

obtain property rights, which are currently 

being exploited by the concubine.  

II.2.2. Other gender-based violence (the following of  page 12)  

II.2.3. Children's Rights  

Abuse of a minor in Muyange II, Mutimbuzi commune, Bujumbura province  

On October 8, 2025, around 9 p.m., on 

Muyange II hill, Gatumba area, Mutimbuzi 

commune, Bujumbura province, the minor 

Irambona Anny Tania, aged 11 and a 3rd-

year student at ECOFO Gatumba I, was 

injured by her own mother, Marie 

Ntahimpera Claire.  

The incident began when the child lost an 

amount of 5,000 FBu intended for the 

purchase of a school notebook. In response, 

the mother grabbed her daughter's right 

hand and plunged it into the fire, causing 

severe burns. 

The alleged perpetrator was arrested and is 

currently held in the Gatumba police cell. 

The victim, Irambona Anny Tania, requires 

urgent medical care due to the severity of her 

injuries.  

II.2.4. RIGHT TO FREEDOM 

II.2.4.1. ARBITRARY ARRESTS  

Four evangelists arrested in Nyanza district, Burunga province  

Information received by the Iteka League on 

October 8, 2025, indicates that on October 4, 

2025, evangelists Bizimana Thierry, 

Bigirimana Zabulon, and Harushimana 

Gédéon were arrested by police officers. 

According to witnesses, the internal conflict 

between the Reverends and Pastors of the 

Pentecostal Church, which has been divided 

for some time into two camps—Kiremba and 

Kayogoro—following the death of Reverend 

Pastor Ndikunkiko Élie, also known as the 

chief sacrificer, has reached a critical level. 

That Sunday, a group of three evangelists 

from the Kiremba camp, belonging to the 

Cunamwe branch on Mugina hill, where the 

faithful were kneeling to pray under a plastic 

sheeting set up on a property of the 

Pentecostal Church of Kiremba, were 

arrested around 7:15 AM by a group of police 

officers acting under the orders of the 

communal police commissioner based in 

Mabanda. The evangelists were taken to the 

office of OPJ Fabrice for investigation.  

Immediately, the commissioner told them 

that the place belonged to the Pentecostal 

Church of Kayogoro and that they had no 

right to carry out their religious activities 

there, despite presenting their legal 

administrative documents. A small group of 

congregants accompanied them to the 

detention cell before returning home around 

6 p.m. 

The next day, agents from the SNR of the 

Nyanza commune went to the detention cell 

to inquire about the situation. Later, another 

group of congregants led by Pastor Pierre, 

from the Kiremba camp, arrived very early at 

the police station to speak with the 

investigating officer, who agreed to release 

the Evangelists were allowed to resume their  
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prayer activities without any hindrance.  

The same scenario occurred on Muyama Hill, 

Buhema area, where amateur videos that 

went viral on social media show chaotic 

scenes marked by intimidation and tensions 

between the followers of Kiremba and those 

of the Kayogoro camp. 

The police also arrested evangelist Jean 

Bosco, who spent the night of October 4, 

2025, in the cell of the Kayogoro police 

station. Upon his release on Monday, October 

5, he received the message to resume 

worship activities, after constructing their 

branch with bricks, as the foundation was 

already completed, to avoid using tents.  

According to certain sources, the divisions 

observed within this Church find their origin 

in ethnic, political, and financial differences, 

initiated by some leaders from the Kayogoro 

camp, among whom are said to be two 

Reverends Pastors of the Pentecostal Church 

of Nyanza-Lac, both originally from the 

Vugizo area and members of the CNDD-FDD 

party. These individuals would refuse to 

collaborate with the Reverends from 

Kiremba, whom they accuse of belonging to 

the ideological current of the former leaders 

Reverend Madendo and Reverend 

Ndikunkiko Élie. 
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III. ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL RIGHTS  

III.1. DISRUPTION OF ECONOMIC LIFE  

Shortage and speculation on maize seeds : farmers in great difficulty in Bujumbura 

province  

Despite the government initiative to 

subsidize maize seeds, the farming season 

from September to December promises to be 

particularly difficult for farmers in the 

communes of Mugina, Bukinanyana, and 

Cibitoke.  

The official price of a kilogram of maize seeds 

had been set at 4,500 FBu. However, farmers 

are forced to buy them at exorbitant prices, 

ranging between 15,000 and 20,000 FBu per 

kilo.  

This surge in prices and the fraudulent 

resale of Panar 53 and Bazooka seed 

varieties result from organized speculation. 

The report blames part of the local 

administration zone chiefs, hill chiefs, 

communal and zonal agronomists as well as 

agricultural monitors accused of being 

behind this fraud. These officials, all 

members of the CNDD-FDD party, are said 

to have created fictitious lists or favored 

beneficiaries affiliated with the same party in 

order to divert subsidized seeds. Once 

distributed, These seeds are resold in local 

shops at prices that are unaffordable for most 

farmers. 

Faced with growing poverty, many farmers 

are now giving up subsidized seeds and 

turning to natural seeds, which have a 

significantly lower yield. 

The situation is exacerbated by difficulties in 

accessing fertilizers produced by FOMI. Not 

only are they expensive, but prepaid 

deliveries often arrive considerably late. This 

forces farmers to buy fertilizer on the open 

market at prohibitive prices if they want to 

plant on time. 

All these factors keep a large part of the 

Burundian population in a situation of severe 

food insecurity and chronic poverty. 
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On October 7, 2025, torrential rain fell on the 

Buhiga area in Karusi commune, Gitega 

province. More than 20 houses were 

destroyed on Magamba hill, as well as eight 

classrooms at ECOFO Magamba. 

The hurricane ripped the roofs off these 

classrooms while the schoolchildren were 

still inside. Only one child was injured and 

taken to the Cinquantenaire Hospital in 

Karusi for treatment. 

The students' textbooks and notebooks were 

severely damaged. 

Hail also ravaged the surrounding fields, 

leaving many families in distress. 

According to the students' parents, as the 

school is under a Catholic agreement, the 

parish priest of Buhiga promised to provide 

metal sheets for the reconstruction of the 

damaged classrooms. 

In addition, on October 3, 2025, in ten hills in 

the former commune of Marangara, in 

Butanyerera province, heavy rains 

accompanied by strong winds caused 

significant damage. 

According to local reports, more than 20 

houses were destroyed and nearly 200 

hectares of coffee, bean, rice, avocado, and 

other food crops were devastated. Local 

agronomists and administrative officials 

confirm that the losses are considerable.  

 

III.2. ENVIRONMENT 

Torrential rains in Karusi commune in Gitega province and in Butanyerera 

province 

III.3. RIGHT TO EDUCATION  

On October 6, 2025, at the border between 

Murambi Hill in the municipality of 

Rumonge and Kiganda Hill in the 

municipality of Bururi, several 

schoolchildren and students wearing the 

uniform of the Kajabure elementary school 

(Bururi commune) were mobilized from 8 

a.m. to 12 p.m. to await the arrival of the 

torch of peace, accompanied by some of their 

teachers. 

In Bururi, students from the Bururi 

Municipal High School also gathered at the 

town's roundabout, where the torch passed 

through at around 11:50 a.m. 

On Muzima Hill, in the same commune, 

other students participated in community 

work related to the construction of a bridge 

over the Siguvyaye River, connecting 

Muzima and Rushemeza Hills. 

Other groups of students, still in uniform, 

were seen at the Jiji bridge on National Road 

No. 16, on the border between the 

municipalities of Bururi and Matana 

(Burunga province). It was at this location 

that the administrator of the Bururi 

municipality, Ms. Godelive Ntakirutimana, 

handed over the torch of peace to Ms. 

Gloriose Niyubahwe, administrator of the 

Matana municipality. 

According to several witnesses, these 

students spent the entire day not attending 

classes. 

Children's rights advocates and some parents 

have denounced this practice, arguing that it 

violates the right to education. They do not 

understand why children are mobilized for 

such activities at the expense of school hours. 

They are calling on the administrative 

authorities to focus on mobilizing adults and 

the rest of the population, rather than 

involving school-age students in official 

ceremonies. 

 

Children's rights advocates in Bururi protest against students participating in wel-

coming the torch of peace to Burunga province 
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III.3. RIGHT TO EDUCATION (the following of  page 15) 

Tension over the wearing of rosaries at ECOFO Cuzwe, Cibitoke commune, 

Bujumbura province 

Tension erupted at the Cuzwe elementary 

school in the Kiramira area of Cibitoke 

commune, Bujumbura province, after an 

incident between the school administration 

and Catholic students. The school, which is 

Protestant, is now at the center of a 

controversy over religious freedom. 

According to witnesses, the incident took 

place on Wednesday, October 8, 2025. On 

that day, the school principal, Désiré 

Barabesha, reportedly inspected the students 

to check the items they were carrying. 

Noticing that some were wearing rosaries, 

symbols of the Catholic faith, he confiscated 

these items and cut them into pieces. The 

students who refused to comply were then 

expelled from the classroom. 

This action was perceived by several parents 

and local residents as an act of religious 

intolerance. Some see it as a form of 

discrimination against Catholic children in a 

school that belongs to another Christian 

denomination. 

The following morning, parents of students 

gathered at the school to demand an 

explanation for their children's expulsion. 

They claim that no religious issues had ever 

been reported since the school was founded 

13 years ago. They are calling on the school 

administration to “let the children study in 

peace” and not to interfere with their 

freedom of belief. 

Faced with rising tensions, Jérémie 

Sibomana, municipal director of education in 

Cibitoke, sought to reassure parents. He 

announced that an emergency meeting would 

be held soon to clarify school regulations on 

this sensitive issue. He also urged the school 

principal to show tolerance by allowing 

students to wear their rosaries discreetly, 

inside their shirts, stressing that no religious 

object worn respectfully should disturb the 

school order. 

III.4. RIGHT TO HEALTH 

Information received by Ligue Iteka on 

October 11, 2025, reports an alarming 

increase in cases of diarrhea and vomiting at 

the Ruyigi Hospital in the commune of 

Ruyigi, Buhumuza province. 

According to several reports, many patients, 

both children and adults, are currently 

hospitalized with these symptoms. 

Healthcare workers at the hospital confirm 

the situation, but say it is not cause for 

alarm. They maintain that it is not 

dysentery, but rather a common enteric 

infection that occurs during the months of 

October and November. 

 

However, other residents of the municipality 

believe that it is indeed a cholera epidemic, 

which they attribute to the lack of drinking 

water in several neighborhoods. 

These residents also denounce the poor 

distribution of water in the municipality,  

according to them, neighborhoods where 

opponents of the CNDD-FDD party live 

experience frequent shortages, while areas 

inhabited mainly by CNDD-FDD members 

have regular access to water. 

An unreported cholera outbreak and poor water distribution in Ruyigi commune, 

Buhumuza province 
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IV. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

The Iteka League strongly condemns the continuing deterioration of human rights in Burundi 

and condemns the impunity of perpetrators of crimes. It calls on the Burundian authorities to 

take all possible measures and recommends the following : 

To the Government of Burundi : 

 Guarantee the protection of fundamental rights and put an end to the violence committed 

by the Imbonerakure; 

 Clearly reaffirm the constitutional right to freedom of religion and worship for all citizens, 

including students; 

 Rapidly develop and disseminate clear national guidelines on the wearing of discreet 

religious symbols in schools, striking a balance between maintaining order in schools and 

respecting individual beliefs; 

 Establish awareness-raising and training programs for school principals and teaching 

staff on religious tolerance, managing religious diversity, and non-discrimination in 

schools. 


